
I  was wearing a Pine Haven 

sweatshirt the other day.  A 
fellow at the gym noticed 
and leaned around a weight 
machine; òWhatõs an 
Assembly?  Is that some 
sort of Church thing?ó  I 
suppose that the òChristianó 
in Pine Haven Christian 
Assembly was the big clue.   
 
What would you say?  
Assembly isnõt a word we 
use very often, less in 
churches where folks arenõt 
even comfortable raising 
their hands even if they 
have a question.  Assembly 

means different things to 
different people; the 
dictionary says it can be ôa 
company of persons 
gathered for deliberation, 
legislation, worship, or 
entertainment.õ  Iõm glad we 
donõt pass legislation at Pine 
Haven but we hopefully do 
encourage deliberation, at 
least of the introspective 
variety, and of course we do 
worship Christ.  Assembly 
can also be ôthe fitting 
together of manufactured 
parts into a complete 
machine, structure, or unit 
of a machine.õ  Iõm not sure 

what I think of that, nobody 
wants to be a cog in a 
machine, but I wonder if 
there is some value in 
considering how time at 
camp shapes us to work 
together for Christõs 
purposes. 
 
òYes,ó I said, òit is a Church 
thing ð a camp.ó 
 
Frank laughed, òA camp, I 
went to Church camp once.  
It was terrible; of course my 
parents just wanted me to 
go somewhere.  They sent 
me to all these different 
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Each year God brings 

together a uniquely called 

group of workers to 

maintain the grounds, feed 

campers, manage 

registration, care for the 

injured/sick, guard the 

waterfront and a host of 

other jobs that create an 

environment for God to 

move greatly in the lives of 

campers.  However, it does 

appear that it is not only 

camperõs whose lives are 

changed from a summer at 

Pine Haven.  When asked 

what itõs like to be on staff 

at Pine Haven, the following 

was written by Anthony 

Bankes, a second year staff 

member. 

Working on staff at Pine 

Haven is the hardest and 

most beautiful job. The 

work days are long and 

incredibly tiring; but also 
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Inside this issue:  

Please consider Pine 

Haven in your year 

end giving!  Thank 

you for your 

continued support!! 

Donations should be sent 
to:  Pine Haven Christian 
Assembly 
16508 State 87 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

Or you can give on-line 
at: 
www.pinehavencamp.org 
or www.givemn.org. 
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Thatõs the goal, thatõs the 
identity, thatõs the signature 
of Pine Haven Christian 
Assembly.  Ultimately, I 
believe it is that kind of 
belief in the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the belief that 
young people want to be 
challenged to rise to 
something greater than 
themselves that makes Pine 
Haven not only rewarding, 
but honestly life changing. 
 
I donõt know where Frank 
went to Church camp, 
apparently he went to a bad 
oneéthere are many good 
ones, but ð with the entire 
camp board ð I am most 
concerned that Pine Haven 
continues to be bold in its 
efforts to challenge young 
people to service for Christ 
in creative ways.  To that 
end, the board is 
considering the addition of 
some new camp offerings 
for 2013 that will creatively 
challenge young people to 
hear and respond to the call 
of Christ.  We covet your 
prayers in this endeavor, so 
that when someone asks, 
òWhat kind of camp is 
this?ó We will continue to 
say with a smile, òThe kind 
of camp that God uses to 
build His Assembly.ó   

camps. I didnõt like Church 
camp but fat camp was 
worse.  What do you do 
with the kids there?  Make 
ôem study books or what?ó 
 
So I explained about classes 
and worship and free time.  
Frank shook his head, 
òThey must hate that.ó 
 
òActually, no, the truth is 
Pine Haven is something 
kids look forward to all 
year.ó  Frank laughed, he 
thought I was kidding. 
 
I suppose we have two 
kinds of especially strong 
memories ð the really good, 
and the really bad.  Frank 
had the second kind.  òI just 
canõt believe any kid would 
like Church Camp.ó   
 
I like to think that if there is 
something unique about 
Pine Haven, itõs that for 70 
years it has managed to keep 
its identity as a camp that 
has historically been 
characterized by a strong 
and fervent appeal for 
Christian young people to 
commit their lives to the 
service of Jesus Christ.  
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Did you know that 

camp registrations do 

not cover the entire 

cost for operating the 

camp. Typically, 

churches and 

individuals give 

enough to cover the 

difference and keep 

the lights on. But 

keeping the lights on 

doesnôt provide room 

for increased costs of 

operation, needed 

renovations, 

expansions, or 

improvements. As 

someone who 

believes in the 

mission of Pine 

Haven Christian 

Assembly will you 

make a commitment 

to give regularly and 

with generosity?  
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Contact Joe Cachiaras 

for more information  

507 -282 -6758  

PHCA Board  

Retreat  

September 2011ñ  

Manager Tay Odor and 

board members toured 

the grounds as they 

reviewed the 

renovations and 

grounds projects 

completed and in 

process and 

brainstormed 

improvements for the 

future. 


